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mutual economic interest of the powers, but also just and fair to 
China. Any other sort will fail in the end. 

Whatever may be the policy of the powers regarding investment in 
China in the future, Mr. Overlach has done a valuable service to bankers, 
investors, merchants and manufacturers of the countries concerned by 
giving them a clear picture and understanding of the conditions of 
international investment and exploitation in China up to the present 
time, thus aiding them to promote the working out of a wise policy 
for the future, which shall make for mutual advantage and fairness not 
only for the investing countries, but also for China. His service should 
be particularly valuable to business interests in the United States, 
because the present supreme financial position of the country and her 
broadened international outlook must inevitably draw her into the 
solution of the problem. In a profound sense, international peace will 
depend on a wise and just solution of this very problem of interna- 
tional investment in China. A wise solution requires, we believe, the 
dissociation of the purely financial, which the problem is, from the 
political, with a renunciation of imperialistic designs on the part of 
the powers. 

Loy Chang. 

Boston, Mass. 

The Legal Obligations Arising out of Treaty Relations between 
China and Other States. By Min-ch'ien T. Z. Tyatj, LL.D., 
with preface by Sir John Macdonnell and Wu Ting-Fang. 
(Shanghai: Commercial Press, Ltd. 1917. Pp. xxii, 304.) 

China's N-ew Constitution and International Problems. By 
Min-ch'ien T. Z. Tyatj, LL.D. (Shanghai: Commercial 
Press, Ltd. 1918. Pp. xv, 286.) 

These are important books. They are the product of the new spirit 
which is manifesting itself in China in many forms. They recognize the 
obligations of China as a member of the family of nations, and at the 
same time they are a protest against the long invasion of her rights 
which she has suffered at the hands of other powers. China is to be 
congratulated that she has in the person of Dr. Tyau a scholar trained 
in the international law of the Occident who in these two books discusses 
with learning and acumen the international and constitutional problems 
with which his country is now wrestling. 
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The first of these books is the only work in English which gives a 
comprehensive view of China's treaty relations. After a brief sketch 
of the series of compacts made by China from the Russian treaty of 
1689 (her first international agreement) to the Urga convention made 
with the same power in 1916, the author proceeds to analysis of the 
treaties now subsisting between China and the eighteen countries 
with which she has conventional relations. These are arranged in 
three groups — those of a political character, dealing with such subjects 
as consular jurisdiction, concessions and settlements, and leased ter- 
ritories; those of an economic character, covering such subjects 
as the right to trade and residence, tariffs, inland navigation, rail- 
road construction, and loans; and treaties of a general character in 
which are included provisions as to the protection of foreigners, reli- 
gious toleration, reciprocity and the most-favored-nation clause. This 
analysis of the treaties is followed by a strong plea for their revision, 
on the ground that many of their provisions are so vague as to invite 
contention, and on the further ground that circumstances have so 
Ghanged since they were formulated and the international status of 
China has been so fully recognized that they are now both humiliat- 
ing and unjust. 

Of the second volume under review about one-half is devoted to a 
summary of the first volume. In the interval between the publica- 
tion of the two books, China became a belligerent, and through her 
representatives at the Peace Conference she may be expected to pro- 
test against the continuance of the treaties which have been forced 
upon her. The Chinese question may play a part in the Peace Con- 
ference of 1919 analagous to that which Cavour made the Italian 
question play in the Congress of Paris of 1856. The first part of the 
book is a valuable discussion of the provisions of the Chinese constitu- 
tion of 1916-17 which came to an untimely end through the illegal dis- 
solution of parliament. Many comparisons are made with the con- 
stitutional provisions of other countries, and some readers will perhaps 
be a little startled to note that while there are eight references in the 
table of contents to the Constitution of the United States there are 
seven to that of Brazil. American scholars might well follow Dr. Tyau's 
example and devote more attention to the prodigious governmental 
achievements of the great republic of South America. 

Lawrence B. Evans. 

Washington, D. C. 



